NOLUMUS   LEGES  ANGLIC   MUTARE
rise to the love of England, but it also rises above it* The
medieval Englishman, in his moments of most enthusiastic
patriotism, never forgets that he Is something more than an
Englishman ; he is a Christian, and by that is implied
membership in the Catholic Church which is the Roman
empire risen again with a spiritual body ; a Christendom
united not only as a league, but a soul of nations. To
doubt for a moment that civilization, so ordered, is the
only one that has a right, a divine right, to exist, consti-
tutes the ultimate, the unforgivable treason called heresy.
It is during the time of the Anglo-Norman connection
that this membership of the Roman communion bulks
largest in the consciousness of the average Englishman.
So long as there is any question of his being the under dog,
he has everything to gain from alliance with the one
power capable of making oppression bitter. In the
black, baronial anarchy of Stephen's reign, it is the
bishops and clergy who never cease to curse " the devils
and wicked men " who are playing king of the castle
all over the country. It is the Church, too, that provides
a ladder by which the humblest Englishman can climb
to the highest post in Christendom, even the throne of
Peter.
The story of Thomas a Becket is of peculiar significance
in this connection. Our own age may perhaps regard
him in the light of the proud prelate, the mitred obstruc-
tionist of a reforming king. But it was not thus that he
appeared to the English people, who had taken Mm to
their heart even before his martyrdom at the hands of
those same " devils and wicked men ", who were their
cruellest enemies. "Blessed be he," they had cried,
" who cometh in the name of the Lord ! " And after his
death he became a veritable people's saint, a worker of
kindly miracles. Not unworthily ; for despite his Norman
extraction he stands forth for all time, as he stood facing
Ms murderers on the chancel steps of his darkening
cathedral, the undying Englishman, the stubborn, kindly
John Bull, as obstinate as a mule in standing up for the